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The Parish Visitor 

  October 2021 
  Edison Lutheran Church 

Continued on next page 

“No distrust made [Abraham] waver concerning the promise of God, but 
he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced 
that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith ‘was 

reckoned to him as righteousness.’” 

-Romans 4:20-22 

Dear People of God, 
These days, we have both too little and too much certainty. 
On the one hand, it is hard to be certain in a world where no one can agree on anything.  While at one 
time you could count on people to at least agree to a basic set of facts, now people have “alternative 
facts” from their preferred media sources to back wildly different pictures of reality. When even easily  
verifiable things are questioned—the shape of the earth, the reality of shootings such as Sandy Hook, the 
winner of the last election—what hope do we have for the big cultural and political battles: issues of sex 
and gender, our history of racism, and how to respond to a pandemic? With so many competing         
narratives about every facet of our lives, it becomes hard to hold anything as true. 
On the other hand, we have so much certainty in our own pet theories that we refuse to listen to anyone 
who might disagree. We become so invested in political and cultural identities that we are threatened by 
anyone who questions them, responding in anger to anyone audacious enough to hold a different view. 
This kind of certainty hardens us against each other, and it only makes the general confusion and rancor 
of our society worse. As a result, we segregate ourselves into smaller and  smaller echo chambers, where 
everyone thinks the same and no one calls us to question our political idols. 
And yet, for all its problems, certainty is indispensable in the life of a Christian.  
There has been a lot of confusion even on this essential point within the church. Some argue that faith is 
always uncertain, always a little doubtful, never fully knowing if what it believes is true. Others argue that 
faith is full and certain knowledge in every religious matter, an understanding of God and the world so 
complete that no serious questions remain. Still others argue that faith is simply a matter of personal 
choice or preference that should be kept private: “you believe your way, I’ll believe mine.” But none of 
these descriptions capture the reality that is Christian faith. 
As the above-quoted passage from Romans indicates, faith is a particular kind of certainty, “being fully 
convinced” by the promise of God to the extent that you would stake your life on it.  It does not waver or 
doubt, but instead remains absolutely certain that God will accomplish what God has promised to do. It is 
not something privately confined to the “religious” part of your life, nor is it a self-assured certainty 
“puffed up” with perfect knowledge. 
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Pastor John’s Bible Study   --   Mondays at 7 pm 
Join Pastor John and others for a weekly Bible Study via Zoom (zoom.us/join).  

Weekly text and Zoom link are posted on the church website. 
 

Meeting ID: 859 5506 0430     Passcode: 274209  

Women’s Bible Study -- Wednesday October 20th at 10 am 
Join Linda Larson for a monthly Bible Study via Zoom (zoom.us/join). 

She will be using the current issue of Gather Magazine. Zoom link is on the church website. 
Meeting ID:  899 1858 0521   Password:  287649 

This faith is concrete and specific, resting not in general notions of God or goodness or beauty, but  
rather in the specific promises God has made to you. It is trusting the voice of your Heavenly Father in 
baptism: “You are my child, my chosen beloved, and I delight in you.” (Mark 1:11) It is trusting the 
promise of Jesus given in communion: “This is given and shed for the forgiveness of your 
sins.” (Matthew 26:26ff) And it is trusting the messengers of the Holy Spirit whose “beautiful 
feet” (Romans 10:15) bring them near to preach these promises into your ear. 
But even though faith is absolute certainty, none of us have perfect faith in this life. All of us Christians 
are caught in the pull of our two identities; the old creature who does not believe God’s promise, and 
the new creature who trusts perfectly. For as long as we Christians continue in this life, the old creature 
in us will fight against faith, and the new creature in us will trust in God’s promise. While this internal 
struggle will be ours for life, it is not a struggle that can be overcome by our efforts, as though by  
turning our attention inward we could work up sufficient faith. Rather, the faith we need comes always 
from outside us, always being implanted within us by the word and work of God, leading us always to 
pray “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24) 
Because faith is certain, you are set free from worry; your “peace with God” (Romans 5:1) has been    
delivered, and your good future is already secured. Because faith is specific, you don’t need to have all 
the answers; your certainty in “the one thing needed” (Luke 10:42) lets you hold everything else loosely. 
And because faith is a gift of God (Ephesians 2:8), you don’t have to prove it to anyone; with God as 
your justifier (Romans 8:33), there is no need to justify yourself. 
When this faith takes hold of you, everything becomes different. Where once the world was a threat to 
be feared, now it is an awesome and mysterious gift to be enjoyed. Where once those who disagree 
with you were obstacles to be overcome, now they are persons made by God for you to love. Where 
once God was a distant judge weighing your value on the scales of justice, now God is your Creator, 
giving you everything you need for this life and the next. 
This faith gives freedom in a way nothing else can, turning us outward from our interior prisons        
towards the miraculous creation in which we live. It places us here and now into God’s peaceful      
kingdom, preserving us even through suffering and trials. It makes us busy and active, doing good 
simply because it needs doing. It bestows on us the confidence to live before God in the world, rooting 
us firmly in God’s grace, and giving us the certainty we need to thrive in this uncertain world. 
 
Your Brother in Christ, 
  -Pastor John 
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OUR CHURCH COUNCIL    2021—2022          *Committee Liaison (not final yet) 
Jane Fraser, President             *Worship & Music Inger Conner 
Chris Omdal, Vice-President               Steven Dahl                                           *Finance 
Karen Fisher, Secretary                   *Evangelism Jerry Sells                          *Stewardship/Finance 
Brad Wyman, Sr.           *Property & Management Linda Johnson                                    Parish Life 

Gordy Dahl                *Christian Education, Youth Brooke Tyler,  Deputy  Secretary               *Youth 
Cathy Smith                             Worship & Music  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In‐Person:  (Update) Covid numbers in the county con nue to sustain at a high level. We will con nue to 

follow the plan we have set in place for return to indoor worship. This will be revisited once vaccines become 

available for children under 12. Either inside the church or in the church parking lot in accordance with the 

Edison Lutheran Church Covid Worship Plan from page 4. Please note the sea ng plan for worship inside the 

church. For Drive‐in/Walk‐in worship in the church parking lot, please pull in the church parking lot by the 

front door of the church. As you drive into the parking lot, a greeter will hand you a bulle n along with a 

communion cup. Children’s bulle ns are also available. A parking a endant will then direct you to a parking 

space. Tune your FM radio to 98.7 so you will be able to hear the music and Pastor John as he leads the 

worship. In September we had an average of 80 people a end drive‐in worship.  

 In‐Person Sunday Evening Worship: We have tenta vely planned an evening service for October 

24th at 7:00 pm.  This is a beau ful service filled with music that highlights our beau ful new piano and our 

amazing musicians. We will have more informa on as we get closer. We did hold a livestream service (with 

only musicians and speaker) the evening of September 26th. A recording of this is now available on the Blog 

page of our website: edisonlutheranchurch.org 

 Livestream Worship: Livestream is available through our website (www.edisonlutheranchurch.org)or 

Facebook. Now you can be a part of our live service regardless of where you are in the world. On our website 

we have added a Livestream tab. Just click it and you will see the livestream screen and the link to the bulle n. 

On Facebook, follow Edison Lutheran Church and you will get a no fica on when the livestream service starts 

or search for the church Facebook page. We also post a link to the bulle n on the Facebook livestream. To join 

the service on Facebook, you need a Facebook account. The website, however, is open to all.   

 Recorded Online Worship: A recording of our service is on the church website blog or our YouTube 
channel. We have all of our worship videos posted. The videos are posted a few hours a er Sunday worship 

and are available to all.  The bulle n and announcements are posted in the Sunday blog on our website. We 

Please Join Us For Sunday Worship  

at  

Edison Lutheran Church 

Every Sunday at 10:30 am  
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 Halloween Candy leftover?  If you end up with leftover Halloween candy, it can be donated to 
Friendship House! Please give the candy to our worship greeters. Candy will be added to the bags of 
homemade cookies that are distributed with the monthly meals provided by Edison Lutheran. It’s a 
special treat for the guests! 
Home Baked Cookies:  We need cookies! We are continuing our support of Friendship House and 
Family Promise. Everyone loves home baked cookies! Please give your cookies to the greeters at 
drive-in worship on Sunday or place them in the freezer in the Sunday School building. Call the 
church office if you need assistance.  
Free Notary Public Service: The Church Office offers free notary services. Call or email the church 
office to make an appointment. 
Care Team:  We have a number of Edison Lutheran members who are living alone or in care centers.  
Although COVID restrictions are lifting, many of these people have limited opportunities for visitors.  
Everyone likes getting mail and knowing that others are thinking of them.  Something in their mail 
can really brighten their day. Contact the church office for names and addresses. 
Lutheran World Relief School Kit Project. We passed out 150 backpacks and were surprised to see 
152 completed kits returned! Thank you to everyone who is helping with this great project! 

*************************************************************************** 

Edison Lutheran Church Announcements 

Homeless for a Night fundraising event to support Family Promise 
was a huge success. Edison Lutheran church and friends raised 
$4,200  to sponsor Larry Olsen to sleep in his car overnight!!  
Thanks to everyone who donated and a special thanks to Larry.   

Blood Drive starting October 13th at Salem Lutheran Church, 
2529 N. La Venture Rd. , Mount Vernon. Book your appointment 
at: bloodworksnw.org, or call 1-800-398-7888.   
Appointments and masks are required. No guests under the age 
of 16 are permitted onsite.  

Lutherwood’s Auction   Saturday November 13th 
It is to be determined whether the event is in person or virtual. Check the 
website for updates:   camplutherwood.org 
They are collecting donations for the auction to support their ministry. Looking 
for quilts, items, cabin rentals, trips, dinners, outings, gift baskets,  etc. If you’d 
like to donate, email to: adventure@camplutherwood.org or call their office at 
360-734-7652 to arrange pick-up or drop-off.  Thanks 
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Gift Cards Needed: Family Promise needs gift cards for Walmart and Fred Meyer to give to their 
guests who need clothing, gas, and other essentials. Feel free to send gift cards directly to Family 
Promise or give them to the greeters at church. We will get them to Family Promise. 
Family Promise Dinners: Host and support churches are not housing the residents currently but 
there is a rotation for these congregations to bring meals to Bethlehem Lutheran. Edison Lutheran 
will be responsible for providing and serving meals as well as sleeping overnight for the first time in a 
year and a half October 7, 8, and 9. Please contact Katy Olson (360) 766-6138 or the church office to 
sign up. 

Family Promise 

Friendship House 

Friendship House Dinners:  We continue to deliver dinner to Friendship House on 
the last Monday of every month.  Due to the pandemic we still are not in the facility 
serving these meals. Thank you Thrivent for grants to help with this ministry. Thank 

you cookie bakers for the special homemade touch you give to these meals. Also, Friendship House 
is now providing meals for the homeless micro shelters in Burlington.   
Home Baked Cookies or brownies:  Do you have time to bake a pan of cookies or brownies for the 
Friendship House dinners. Your donation of brownies or cookies can be given to the drive-in church 
greeters Sundays or left in the back freezer during the week. If you have questions please call the 
church office.   
Friendship House Cafe Donations:  Friendship House will accept food donations between the hours 
of 3 and 6 pm. Items such as 5-10 lb packages of hamburger or chicken, large cans of chili, baked 
beans, or vegetables, bags of potatoes, and sandwich/sack lunch ingredients are some of the foods 
to consider donating. To check on the most current needs you may call (360) 336-6138 and select 
option 4 to leave a message for the Cafe manager, Tom. He is reliable in calling back. The address of 
the Cafe is 108 Snoqualmie Street in Mount Vernon. 

 

Amazon Smile: Did you know you can help Friendship House earn donations by just ordering from 
smile.amazon.com?  To link your Amazon Smile account to Friendship House, login to 
smile.amazon.com.  Click on the “Supporting:” icon in the upper left.  Search for Friendship House. 
Select the Friendship House in Mount Vernon, WA.  Every time you shop on smile.amazon.com you 
will help Friendship House.  Remember small donations make a big difference! 

Family Promise:  Did you know you can help Family Promise earn donations by just using your Fred 
Meyer Reward Card?  Just sign up at www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards to link your Reward 
card to Fred Meyer's Community Reward program. Select Family Promise of Skagit Valley as your 
recipient of these funds.  Every time you shop and use your reward card you are helping Family 
Promise while still earning your rewards, rebates, and fuel points.  Remember small donations make 
a big difference! 

En Vogue Runway Show and Benefit Auction. October 4 the Silent Auction will open for viewing 
and early bidding. October 7 beginning at 6:30pm the live auction and runway show starts. It     
features stylish re-purposed garments created by local designers out of secondhand materials. This 
event combines the fun of a night out to support a great cause, even though the gathering is     
virtually together online. To register for the event go to the website: skagitfriendshiphouse.org 
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Continued on next page 

By Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee, NWWA Synod 

From the October 2021 Edition of The Spirit 

At first glance, it does not seem as though Teresa of Avila, noted Spanish Roman Catholic saint 
from the sixteenth century, would have much to say about today’s world. You see, she is well 
known for her mysticism, her ecstatic prayers, several quotes that she might or might not have 
said, and her reforms in the church. All of these things are interesting – but what do they have to 
do with the 21st century and what is happening in the world today? In the last few days, though, I 
have been thinking about what she writes at the beginning of her work, The Interior Castle.  

At the beginning of this book Teresa admits that she is tired. On the first page she writes, “I’m  
writing this book under obedience and I’m already finding it hard. God hasn’t given me any desire 
for this work, and my head is so full of noise I can barely compose a letter about the most ordinary 
business, much less a book about prayer.”  

I am so thankful for Teresa stating it bluntly. Teresa is unsure if she’ll succeed, she is not sure she 
has it in her to do what she is being asked to do, she is nervous and distracted. In other words, St. 
Teresa sounds a lot like all of us – especially when we are being asked to do something that is   
different or hard or difficult.  

Truthfully, it can be daunting as we continue to navigate this pandemic, as we continue to navigate 
the changes of the world and the changing church, as we strive to live into what God is calling us 
to do. It is difficult, as Teresa fully expresses, to push past our fear or our unease or our malaise to 
do what God is calling us to do. It is pretty impossible to do a new thing without God’s help and 
guidance.  

And so, as I reflect on Teresa’s difficulties, our difficulties, I am also drawn to scripture – specifically 
Isaiah 43. In the first part of Isaiah 43 we read:  

 But now thus says the Lord,  
  he who created you, O Jacob,  
  he who formed you, O Israel:  
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;  
  I have called you by name, you are mine.  
 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;  
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;  
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,  
  and the flame shall not consume you.  
 For I am the Lord your God,  
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
  
The prophet writes that God created us, God formed us. We have no need for fear because God 
knows each of our names. God calls each of us. We are God’s. No matter the circumstance, no 
matter the trial, no matter the fire. This is what Teresa understood and it is what we cling to when 
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Northwest Washington Synod/ELCA Events 
Wildfire Disaster Response:  Lutheran Disaster Response is working with synods and social ministry 
organizations in the western sates to develop a coordinated response to the wildfires. Immediate 
needs will include food and other necessities. Long-term recovery will likely take years. Visit 
www.lutheransnw.org to see how you can help. 
 
Hunger Team:  Join the Synod for the monthly Hunger Team meeting via Zoom, Tuesday, October 
12th at 7:00 pm. Find more information on their website, www.lutheransnw.org or contact the 
Edison Lutheran Church office. 
 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS):  LIRS is calling for protection for Afghan Allies. 
For 20 years American servicemembers have relied on Afghan nationals to help the US Military. Now 
that the US has left Afghanistan, we need to help our allies. We still have allies that are trying to get 
out of Afghanistan and allies that need help starting new lives. For more information and how you 
can help, go to:  www.lirs.org/emergency-evacuation-afghan-allies-action-alert or contact the church office. 

Are You Smarter Than a Confirma on Student? Below is a ques on that our Confirma on 

Students have learned the answer to...Can you answer it? 

Who was the first person to translate the bible into German? 

See page 10 for the answer. 

*************************************************************************** 

we struggle and when we wonder if we can go on. I invite you to hold Isaiah 43:1-3 closely as we 
hear these words from Isaiah 43:18-19.  

 Do not remember the former things,  
  or consider the things of old.  
 I am about to do a new thing;  
  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  
 I will make a way in the wilderness  
  and rivers in the desert.  
 
As we hold close the promise that God creates us, forms us, names us, calls us, and holds us, only 
then can we hear the promise in these words that a new thing, a new day is coming. That God will 
make a way. May we hold close the words of St. Teresa and the prophet Isaiah. May you feel God’s 
love surrounding you when all seems overwhelming. And may you rise in the strength of the Lord 
knowing that God’s love surrounds you and fills you – and a way is being made as we all go forward 
together in Christ.  
 
 +Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  
 bishop@lutheransnw.org  

Dear, Edison Lutheran Church, 
Thank you so, so much for the scholarship you gave me this year! It means 
so much! Also, thank you for my scholarships for previous years! You really 
helped me graduate from Skagit Valley College. Thank you so, so, so much! 
You are the BEST!!! 
 Love, Hadley Ann Knutzen 
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Sunday School 
Sunday School and Confirmation classes have started! Class is held every Sunday at 9:00 am. We 
are so excited to see all of our students again! We are hoping to meet in-person, however, that will 
depend on the COVID risk as described on page 3. If church is in person, Sunday School will be in 
person. If church is drive-in, Sunday School will be held over Zoom. 
We have our same amazing teaching team from last year: 

Preschool: Janet Wyman 
K-1st: Kristen Stubben 
2nd-4th: Linda Tyler 
5th-6th: Mandy Englund 
Confirmation: Pastor John and Carrie Omdal 

  

 It’s not too late to join! Contact the church office for more information.  

**************************************************************************************************** 

Edison Lutheran Sharing Shelf  
Please spread the word:  The Edison Lutheran Sharing Shelf is open to all. 
Please let your friends and neighbors know the shelf is open and needs to be 
used.  With the Sharing Shelf, no one needs to ask for help. It’s always open 
and unmonitored. No one will know if you or anyone you know takes food. It’s 
located behind the church next to the door to the Boy Scout building. It’s 

always available and open to all and there is never a line. Please help yourself and let anyone you 
know who needs food know it is there.  

10/13 Brooke Tyler 

10/16 Reese Tyler 

10/19 Sarah Dahl 

10/19 Marilyn Zorn 

10/20 Brenda Wyman 

10/21 Jeanie Hertz 

10/22 Noah Schutte 

10/23 Terri Olsen 

10/28 Eliana Guthridge 

10/30 Renee Perry 

10/31 Faith Gorum 

10/31 Gordy Dahl 

10/1 Lisa Omdal 

10/1 Ruth Sexton 

10/2 Wanda Peterson 

10/4 Marin Jensen 

10/4 Jan Jones 

10/4 Thomas Wake 

10/6 Catherine Anderson 

10/7 Gary Knutzen 

10/8 Konnie McCutchin 

10/9 Jenny Nelson 

10/9 Karson Englund 

10/10 Vic Jensen 
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Prayer Requests 

Serving in Worship -  October 

We are looking for volunteers: Do you want to be more involved with church? Do you miss talking 
to people in our congregation? We miss you too! Why not assist with our Sunday worship services? If 
you would like to help, we would love to have you.  You select the dates and duties, we will train you. 
To volunteer, contact the church office. 

*************************************************************************** 

Smarter Than A Confirma on Student from page 8:  You guess it, Mar n Luther was the first person to 
translate the Bible into German. Before his transla on, the Bible was only available in La n. In fact, Catholic 
Mass was only given in La n, which did not make religion accessible to everyone. 

Date  Parking   Greeters  Lector  CMD 

3‐Oct 
Mark Johnson 
Nancy Nygren 

Debbie Conijn 
Jane Fraser  Nancy Nygren  Steven Dahl 

10‐Oct 
Larry Forsythe 
Steve Omdal 

Terri Olsen 
Susie Forsythe 
Jane Fraser 

RuthAnne Pocock  Susie Forsythe  Inger Conner 

17‐Oct 
Keith & Chris e 

Peterson 

Terri Olsen 
Cathy Smith 
Jane Fraser  Cathy Smith  Jane Fraser 

24‐Oct 
Larry & Susie  
Forsythe 

Cathy Smith 
Jane Fraser 

Laura Engebretsen  Mark Johnson  Jerry Sells 

31‐Oct 
Mark Johnson 
Bonnie Bowers 

Terri Olsen 
 Linda Johnson 
Jane Fraser  Bonnie Bowers  Cathy Smith 

Altar Guild 

Jane Fraser 

Judy Sheahan 

 

Susie Forsythe 

Karen Schu e 

RuthAnne Pocock 

Debbie Conijn 

Jane Fraser 
 

Remember in your Prayers:  We pray for John and family (friend of Jerry D. Anderson), 

Steve Alderson (Christa Guthridge’s father), Craig Anderson (RuthAnne Pocock’s son), 

Vic Jensen, Clay Marsh, Jerry Handlos, Bridget Pra  Luvera (cousin of Darla Jensen’s 

children), Gary Englund (father of Alex), Joanie Hirt & Nancy Workman (cousins of Kris Merri ), Jim Forbes 

(Debbie Conijn’s step‐father), Judy Eitreim, Steven Dahl,  Barry Christensen, Chris Isaacson, Taylor Isaacson, 

Edith Nichols, and the ministry of El Camino de Emaús Congrega on.   

The Homebound:  Joyce Splane, Arlene Omdal, Charlo e Steiner, Roberta DeMarre,  Ruth Sexton, and 

Wanda Peterson. 

Those in the Military:  Dus n and Rocio King.   

Please keep the church office current on your loved ones who are (or need to be) named on our prayer list. 

 Office: 360‐766‐6920    Email: edisonlutheran@live.com 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
26      Pentecost 18 
  9:00 a Sunday School (zoom) 
10:30 a Drive-in Worship 

27 
7:00 p Pastor’s 
           Bible Study 
             via Zoom 

28 29 30 1 2 

3 Pentecost 19 
 
  9:00 a   Sunday School* 
10:30 a   Worship * 
 

4 
 
7:00 p Pastor’s 
           Bible Study 
             via Zoom 

5 
10:00 a  Altar 
                 Guild   
  5:30 p  Worship & 
                 Music 

6 7 8 9 

10 Pentecost 20 
 
  9:00 a   Sunday School* 
10:30 a  Worship* 

11 
 
7:00 p Pastor’s 
           Bible Study 
             via Zoom 

12 
 
 
7:00 p  Church 
             Council 

13 14 15 16 

17 Pentecost 21 
 
  9:00 a   Sunday School* 
10:30 a   Worship* 

18 
 
7:00 p Pastor’s 
           Bible Study 
             via Zoom 

19 20 
 
10:00 a Women’s 
             Bible Study 
               via Zoom 

21 22 
 

Newsletter 
deadline 

23 

24 Pentecost 22 
 
  9:00 a   Sunday School* 
10:30 a   Worship* 
  7:00 p   Evening Service* 

25 
5:00 p  Friendship 
           House Meal 
7:00 p Pastor’s 
           Bible Study 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 Reformation 
 
9:00 a   Sunday School* 
10:30 a   Worship* 

1 
 
7:00 p Pastor’s 
           Bible Study 
             via Zoom 

2 
 
 

3 
 
10:00 a   Altar 
               Guild 
             meeting 

4 5 6 

October 2021 

* Note until COVID cases drop, our Sunday school classes will meet by Zoom and the Worship 
services will continue as Drive-in worship. Please refer to page 3 for the Edison Lutheran Church 
Covid Worship Plan. An email will be sent from the church each Thursday to let folks know if the 
Sunday services will be held inside or by Zoom (Sunday school) or drive-in (worship). 

To join any Zoom meeting by smartphone/tablet/computer: 
Go to zoom.us/join and enter the appropriate meeting ID and Password.  It may ask you to 
download and install the app. (See page 2 for Bible study ID and Passwords.) 
 

To join any Zoom meeting by phone (audio only): 
Call (253) 215-8782 and enter the appropriate meeting ID and Password.  Long distance charges 
may apply. (See page 2 for Bible study ID and Passwords.) 
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Please join us!            All Are Welcome 

 

October 2021 


